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I  am, 

SIR, 

With  the  highefl  efteem, 
Your  mofl  obedient  Servant, 

Drogheda, 
March,  1784. 

JORDAN  ROCHE. 


[     2     ] 

following  cafes,  &g.  in  order  to  indiic# 
othci^s  of  the  fame  profeflion  to  coin- 
cide in  the  fame  principles,  as  each 
have  powerful  advocates  fof  their*  r«-* 
fpcdive  theory  and  praSltce, 

'Tht  refult  of  pradice,  fairly  and 
candidly  exhibited,  feems  to  be  the 
beft  and  only  impartial  method  of  lead- 
ing to  precifion,  in  the  treatment  of 
the  feveral  injuries,  to  which  the  head 
Is  liable 

In  fnany  injuries  df  the  head, 
fuccefs  may  take  place,  though  verj- 
oppofite  methods  have  been  adopted^ 
which  may  ftirnifh  people  of  lively 
imaginations  with  materials  fof  fyftem- 
Ib^ilding  y  when  iii  fad  the  fuccefs,  of 

whick 
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which  they  make  the  foundation  of  their 
fabric,  is  often  owing  to  the  powers  of 
nature. 

We  arc  much  indebted  to  the  labour 
and  induftry  of  the  ancients;  and  to 
derogate  from  them  would  be  the  height 
of  ingratitude — "  Vos  excmplaria  Graeoa 
•'  nodurna  verfatc  manu,  verfate.  di- 
*'  urna — — incredibilis  induflria,  dill- 
"  gentiae:    fingularis." 

Tho'  it  may  appear  extraordinary" 
that  two  of  the  moll  eminent  Surgc-s 
ons  of  the  age,  fhould  purfuc  a  vcry 
diiFerent  mode  of  ading  in  the  treat-* 
ment  of  the  injuries  of  the  head:— — 
yet  we  cannot  conclude  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  ambition  or  oppofition;  th© 
facrifice  would  be  too  great,  and  it  is 
uncandid  to  fuppofe  that  Gentlemen  of 
B  2.  f«ch 
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flich  diflinsiuifhed  eminence  and  htjriia* 
fiity,  could  be  influenced  iri  the  leail 
to  ad  upon  any  other  principle,  than 
a  defire  of  improving  their  profeffion 
for  the  good  of  fociety. 

Mr.  Deafe  has  publilhed  a  treatife  on. 
wounds  of  the  head,  Vvhich  has  gain- 
ed him  much  honour,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  ftridures  of 
this  Ghntleman,  upon  Meffrs,  Pott 
and  Bromfield,  (as  I  have  been  in- 
formed) have  met  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  mofi:  learned  and  emi- 
nent    men    of  the   profeffion. 

Argui?:ients  derived  from  pradice 
and  experience,  carry  always  with  them 
irreiiitible  weight  and  force.  If  Gen- 
tlemen, W:io  commit  their  thoughts  to 
.paperj  for  pnblip  view,  would  adopt 
^    -  the 
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the  maxim  of  Locke,  much  unintereil-. 
ing  controverfy  would  be  avoided- 
and  truth  and  knowledge  would  be- 
come much  eafier  of  accefs.  If  wc 
look,  fays  that  celebrated  author,  into 
bopk:>  of  controverfy  of  any  kind,  we, 
fhall  there  find,  that  the  effed  of  ob- 
fcure  equivocal  terms  is  no  more,  than 
difputation  about  founds,  without  ei- 
ther convincing  or  improving  the  un-= 
derflanding. 

Mr.  Pott's  theory  and  pradice,  in 
fome  fpecies  of  the  injuries  ol 
xhe  head,  are  founded  upon  the  free, 
communication,  that  fubfifts  between 
the  velTels  of  th^dura  mater,  which  is 
carried  on  by  means  of  innumerable 
foramina^  found  in  all  parts  of  boti^, 
fiirf^ces;    of  >the  &ull,   as   well    as    at 

the 
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the    futures  J  and   that  upon  the  free- 
dom of    this   communication,    depends 
the  healthy  and  found  ftate  of  all  th« 
parts  concerned  therein;  and  that  from 
the  interruption  or   dellrudion  of   thii 
communication,    proceed    molt    of   the 
fymptoms   attending   contufions  of  the 
head  j      extravafations     of     fluid     be- 
tween the  cranium  and  dura  mater  j  in- 
flammations of  the  faid  membrane,  Cs?f. 
— That  by  external  accident,  ^c,  fomc 
of  the  larger  of  thefe  velTels,  which  carry 
on  the  communication  between  the  dura 
mater  and    the  TkuH,  are  broken,  and 
a  quantity   of  fluid   is   flied    upon    the 

fur  face    of     that     membrane. That 

when  the  neceflary  and  mutual  com- 
munication between  all  the  parts  ceaf- 
es,  the  pericranium  is  detached  from 
the    fkull  J    the  dura   mater   feparatet 

from 
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from   the    indde  of    the    cranium,  i^ 
iiames  and  fuppuratcs. 

From  thefb  prinjciples  it  is  cyidcjiit 
that  a  more  frequent  ufe  of  the  tre- 
pan is  meant  to  be  eftabii(hed:--^But 
being  aware  of  the  arguments  thajt 
might  be  made  againft  him,  he  addi^ 
—Although  fome  would  undergo  ai; 
imneceffary  operation,  fuch  an  cftab- 
Jifh^  rule  would  contribute  ^o  favf 
many  an  ufeful  member  tp  fpciety^ 

Mr.  Deafe  ha$  been  pften  furprifcc} 
at  the  number  of  patients,  who  died  in 
cpnfequence  of  wounds  of  the  head, 
apparently  the  moft  inconfiderable, 
where  the  fkull  has  been  either  lai4 
bare,  or  the  injury  done  extended  no 
furthGr  tlian  the  external  table.     Thig 

Crentlemcn 
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Gentleman  is  of  opinion,  that  the  in-, 
flammation  and  putrefadion  of  the 
dura  mater,  are  not  in  general  the 
caufes  of  death  in  fuch  injuries  j  the 
dura  mater,  being  a  firong  ligamentous . 
membraiie^  and  firmly  attached  to  the 
ikull,  feems ,  not  to  be  fo  ealily  afFed-. 
ed,"  being  a  fitter  medium,  to;  tranf- 
mit  any  fhock-  it  re^ceiveff  to  the  brain,. 

than  oppqfe  i t ;  for  upon  diffedion  he 

found   the   caufe  of  df^^th  ir    tjie  iup-; 

puratiopi    of    the   pia    mater    or.bM-i?!? 

but   more  generally   in  both. 

When  a  perfqn  receives  .  ar  ftrokc 
upon  the  fkull  with  a  blunt  inftru-r 
ment,  or  the  head,  by  ?ny  aGcldent,, 
fhall  be  oppofed  to  a  folid  body,  with 
^ny  confiderable,  decree  of  violence,  the 
p^rt  affedjed   becomes  cqntnfed;  if  the 

$iccident 
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accident  has  not  been   fo  feve're  as  to 
caufe  any  qf  thofe  fymptoms,  which  are 
indicative    of    the    depreiTion    of^  the 
Ikull,  ^pncuirion  or  extra vafation,    the 
CQntuiion    in    general   is  either  ilightiy 
treated,  or  totally  negleded.     The  con- 
fequence  of    which  will  probably    be, 
that   the  obilrndion,  arifing   from   the 
contufion,   will   gradatim    produce    in- 
flammation,    which     by     confent    and 
connedion;    of     parts,      will      extend, 
producing       heat    :  and       putrefaction, 
which   will  at  ien'2;tn   deranp;d  and  de- 
ftroy   the   textnre  and   adhefion   of  the 
fibres     and    veiTels     underneath,  ufque 
ad  cerebrum^  and  hence   will   arife  the 
moll    dangerous    fymptoms. 

That    the    feparation    of     the    dura 
plater,    from    the   internal    furface    of 

the 
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tht  ilculf,  (when  it  takes  place)  pro* 
^eds  from  what  has  been  jufl  obferv- 
cd^  ieems  confonant  to  reafon ;  Cor  it 
does  not  coincide  in  any  mariner 
with  it,  that  a  llroke  or  coi^ttiiion, 
can  fnddenly  deflroy  the  cohc^on,  ami' 
imimate  attachment  of  the  dlira  mater 
fo  the  internal  furfacc  of   the  craiii^ 

The  perforation  of  the  head  is  a 
irery  dangcrovrs  ajid  operofe  procefs, 
and  ihould  not,  as  I  apprehend,  tak« 
place,  but  where  the  indications  are 
liotoriouily  evident,  and  where  no 
pther  method  can  poffibly  fucceed. 

To  have  reconrfe  to  the  trephin© 
as  a  preventative,  would  be  often  un- 
Tiece{rary.'--The  ^pradic^  is  kreconcila- 


He  with  the  feelings  <3F  humanity",-- 
J  J  exiremcs  modGS^.^'-'^^rema  re  media  ad 
gmifffim  optima. 

During    fourteen   3-ears    practice    ia 
the    populous   town    and    Neighbour- 
hood of    Drogheda,  I  was    frequently 
employed,     and     called     to     injuries 
of  the    bead;  and  I   may  openly   de- 
dare  without    the  leafl  imputation   of 
Tanity,  that  my  pradice  has  hcen  very 
fuccefsfuL 

When  I  found  th'at  the  ftroke,  pf 
accident  was  fevere,  had  flaggered,  or 
brought  the  perfon  to  the  ground,  and 
had  produced  tumour,  naufea,  or  vo- 
miting, I  made  an  incifion  upon  the 
part  contufed,  or  dilated  the  contufed 
wound,  if  neccifary,  and  prefcribed  th^ 
^ntiphlogiflic  regimen  i  thus  the  incilion 


has     ailfwered    as    a    drain    or  iilue, 
and   I  am     perfdaded,     lias    prevented 
thofs      dangerous,      and     often     fatal 
events  which  have ,  Been  the  confeqnence 

of  fiTch  R'Q^c€idd^'''c^f6L'-Nui!mn '  capitis 

f^uhms  contemiierrdiim.    I  have  been  fre- 

queKtiy  called  to  cafes,' where  •iliad  reafon 

from '  the  p^xi,cno^^ena  to  conclude,  the 

prefenee  of ^e'xtttivafation  ^  notwithlland-. 

3ag,  m  confeqitence  bf  evacnations,  di- 

Jutiohjvf^lmt^Tiilxtnre,  with" the  "a€iil:- 

ance  of   an   ifaie   c-n  the  part,  I  hav« 

happily  fucceeded,   without   the   ufe  of 

■the-  -trephine j ' '  i n  ■ '  which "  however,'    I 

ihould-  haVer-'^haS''  tHe  '  beil''"authoritieji 
for  my  .ibpporl.^ 

'As  to  the  divificn  of  the  pericrani- 
nm  from  the  Ikull,  (abflrafiteclly)  I 
lifV^r   found  any  incGnvenience   there- 

noiih*.r  '  ..  ■■      ■  ■     i^om. 
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H^oin.        "    Has  .  it     not,,     fays  ,  Mr- 
Deafe,       been       a  ,  pradice       reicom-. 
mended    h-j    far    the     greater    number 
of   both  ancient  and  modern  authors, 
in  many  difeafes  pf  the  head,  to  open 
fontanels  by    the  adtial    cautery    oyer 
the    futures,    and,  that  on  account    of 
the    free  communication,    which   exii1:s 
.    between  the  interior  vefTels  and  thofe 
of  the  dura  mater  ?  have  they  not  or- 
dered   thofe    ifTues  to    be    kept   opeti 
even    for    years  ?    is    not  this  pradice 
received    and  Hrenuouily  recommended 
^   by  Mr.,  Bromfield,   who  has  experienc- 
ed   the      moil    falutary     effeds     from 
them,  founded   on  the  fame  principle? 
have    we,    in    their    feveral   works,    a 
-    fingle   inHance  of    thofe    iiTues    being 

produdivc 
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|)rodtr£tive  of  an  inflammation  cr  fup 
puration  of  the  dura  mater,  althougfi 
it  evidently  appears  there  mull  be  a 
lotal  deflrudion  of  all  thofe  exterior 
trommunicating  velTels,  and  that  in  fub- 
leds,  it  may  be  well  fuppofed,  of  no 
^ood  habit  of  body." 

It  is  evident  that  there  is  % 
wide  difference  between  the  nature  of 
ifTues,  made  as  above,  and  receiving  a 
contufion,  or  contufed  wound  with  a 
lieavy  blunt  inflrument.  In  the  for- 
jncr  the  wound  is  properly  treated,  the 
matter  being  daily  abforbed  by 
proper  drefTmgs;  hence  not  confined, 
or  fuffered  to  diffufe  itfelf,  or  become 
putrid,  or  to  impart  its  malignancy 
to  the  infra  fituated  parts.— Therefore 
the  veiTels  of   the   dura  mater  remain 

uninjured. 
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tininjurcd,  cfpecially>  as  a  finglc  ia» 
fiance  of  thefe  ilTues  being  produdiv^e 
of  inflammation  or  fuppuration  of 
the  dura  mater  has  neve^  bcea 
produced. 

Van  Sweiten,  whofe  knowledge  of 
the  animal  oeconomy,  and  extenfi^e 
intelligence  in  every  branch  of  medi-? 
cal  fcience,  will  be  denied  only 
by  thofe,  who  are  unacquainted  with 
his  commentaries  on  the  aphorifms  of 
the  celebrated  Boerhaave,  was  not  nn- 
mindful  of  the  danger  that  attends  a 
lodgment  of  matter,  or  extravafated 
blood  upon  the  pericranium,  which,  fayf 
he,  fends  forth  vefTels  to  the  bones  of  th« 
cranium,  and  alfo  receives  vefTels  from 
thefe  bones,  whereby  it  is  conneded 
t©   themj     fo   that     the    vital   influx 
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and  efflux  of  the  juices,  to  and  frotti 
the  bones  of  the  cranium,  and  efpeci- 
ially  their  exterior  table,  depends  oil 
the  found  flate  of  the  periofli-* 
eum  : — - —  This  perioftieum  being 
therefore  injured,  will  readily  com- 
municate the  diforder  to  the  bones 
of  the  cranium,  and  alfo  to  the 
dura    mater,    &c, 

Hippocrates,  impreffed  with  true 
ideas  of  the  danger  of  contufion, 
obferves :- — • —  "  Carnem  em'm  con" 
tundunt^  mat ur ant  et  lacerant,  et  fiih 
hiijufmodi  telis  vulnera  et  later  a  in 
orbem  oliquantulum  cava  et  purulentia 
fnagis '  reddiintur  j  et  humida  &  longiori 
tempore  repugnantur-,  carnes  enm  contu- 
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Jas  &  laceras   necejj^e  eft  in   pus    verfas 
tabefcej'e.'^ 

Van  Sweiten  relates,  that  a  certain 
perfon  was  ilruck  with  a  pewter  pot 
over  the  right  parietal  bone;  no  li:(Iure 
could  be  difcovered  in  the  bone: 
he  walked  J  and  w^as  apparently  Very 
well,  till  ten  months  afterwards,  ha 
was  taken  with  a  vertigo  in  walk- 
ingji  and  expired  in  a  little  time.  Af- 
ter opening  the  cranium  in  the  affqd- 
ed  part,  the  bone  and  the  dura  mater 
were  foiind  perfedly  rotten  and  fc^tid„ 

The  above  gentleman  was  called  to 
a  carpenter  in  a  fever,  who,  having 
none  of  the  fymptoms,  common  to  the 
epidemical  one  that  raged,  and  not  be- 

G  ing 
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ing  able  to  deted  ?.ny  catife  thereof^ 
after  a  careful  examination,  was  put 
altogether  at  a  ftand,  fince  there  were 
fymptoms  enough  to  make  it  evident, 
that  fome  malignant  caufe  lay  con-^ 
cealed.  He  had  a  confiderable  pain  irt 
his  headj  his  forehead,  eyebrows,  and 
both  eyes  were  fwelldd,  and  looked 
red  J  and  he  complained  of  a  teniion  in 
the  nape  of  his  neck,  and  his  fleep  being 
much  interrupted,— -he  was  afked,^  if 
his  head  was  hurt  by  any  external 
caufe,  which  he  denied ;  even  though 
he  told  him  a  fecond  time,  that  he 
fufpeded  fome  fuch  thing.  By  good 
luck,  a  fervant  flandifig  by,  remember- 
ed that  eight  days  before,  a  tile  fell 
upon  the  patient's  head,  but  from  a 
fmall  height  J   the    patient  faid,  it  was 


[     '9    1 

fo,  but  that  he  had  hardly  any  pain  from 
it,  ?nd  affirmed,  he  did  not  perceive  anf 
uneafinefs  from  it  afterwards ;  fo  that 
he  rehidantly  permitted  his  head  to 
be  exammed.  A  fmail  wound  was 
found  fcarce  larger  than  a  pin's-head, 
and  a  contufion  difcovered  fo  broad, 
that  it  was  an  inch  over.  Van  Sweiten 
•  immediately  ordered  the  integuments  of 
the  part  affeded  to  be  divided  j  on  the 
next  day  the  fever  was  much  abated,  and 
all  the  fymptoras  were  miich  milden 
The  part  was  afterwards  deterged  by  a 
mild  fuppuration,  and  the  patient 
foon    recovered. 

According     to    Mr.     Pott's     theory, 

(fhould  a  limilar  cafe  now  happen,)    it 

would  be  inferred  that  the  dura  mater 

G  2  had 
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had  been  inflamed,  detached,  zic,  and 
perforation  would  confequently  ber 
made,— if  the  patieilt  furvived,  \\t 
Would  have  been  conduded  through 
ail  unneceffary  and  dangerous  procefs, 
and  there  would  thence  ifTue  another 
proof  to   ilrengthen  this  pradice. 

if  (fays  Van  Sweiten)  there  is  any 
colledion  of  matter,  the  wound  is  to  be 
dilated  by  iricifion,  and  it  will  be  alfo 
neceffary  to  deterge  or  cleanfe  the 
parts:  for  the  whole  malignity-  of 
fuch  a  wound  will  arife  from  the 
extravafated  humours,  being  con^ 
fined  by  the  thick  fkin  of  the 
head,  and  not  being  capable  of  di]t 
charging  itfelf  by  the  too  narrow  dri-* 
iice  of  the  wotind,  which  will  occa^ 
fion   St  to  make  way  into  the  cellular 

membraBe, 
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membrane,  or  elfe,  by  ftagnation  and 
corrupting,  it  -may  alTed  the  pericra^ 
nium  and. bones  of  the  ilvull  itfelf.  A 
dilatation  of  the  wound  will  therefore 
give  vent  to  the  extra vafated  atid  confined 
Jiumou^s,  and  at  the  fame  time,  make 
way  for  the  application  of  deterging 
medicines.  That  the  humours  are 
thus  confined,  may  be  known  from 
the  narrownefs  of  the  mouth  of  the 
wound,  and  from  the  loofenefs  and 
tumour  of  the  adjacent  integuments, 
efpecially  if  the  wounded  patient  has 
a  fever,  for  which  no  other  caufe  c^n 
be  found, 

Hippocrates  in  fumming  up  the 
wounds  of  the  head,  which  require 
incifion,  fays ;  *'  Ouse  non  fatis  ido- 
neam  habent  longitudinem  &  latitu- 
dinem,  qua  perfpici  poffit,  numquid  os 

a  telo 
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a  telo  male  affedum  fuerit,  &c.  8c  ubj 
vulnera  obliquam  quandam  cavitatem 
habent,  cavam  illud  late  incidere 
oportet,  Sec. — &  ubi  vulnera  orbiculata, 
&  admoduni  cava  faerint,  ejufmodi 
quoque  incidere  oportet,  ut  circulari 
plagain  longum  bifarium  divifa  vulnus 
longum  efficiatur."  The  enlarging  or 
dilating  of  a  contufed  wound  is  beft  and 
fafeft  efFeded  by  incifion,  becaufe  the 
dilatation  made  the  by  fwelling  of  lint, 
&c.  as  it  obftruds  the  mouth  of  the 
wound  for  fome  hours,  fo  that  nothing 
can  be  drfcharged,  therefore  humours 
and  abfceiTes   will  be   formed^ 

CASE      I 

Concussion    and  Contusion. 

I   was  fent  for   to   the    alTiftance  of 
a  Farmer    in  the  neighbourhood,  who 

fe^4 
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Jiad  been  brought  home  to  his 
houfe  fenfelefs,  in  confequence  of  a  fall 
from  his  horfe.  He  frequently  puked  ; 
upon  examination,  I  found  the  fcalp 
upon  the  left  parietal  much  contufed. 
I  made  an  incifion  upon  the  part, 
but  could  not  difcover  either  fiffure 
or  frad:ure;  he  was  let  blood  copi- 
Quflyj  he  being  a  ilrong  man  in 
the  40th  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
emptied  by  clyfters,  and  laxative  pow- 
ders of  rhubarb,  fal  polychrell  and 
nitre,  and  put  upon  the  following  ju- 
lep. 

R.  fal  abfynthii  drachmam  unam,  fuc, 
limon.  q.  f.  perada  effervefcenlia  aq. 
hord.  femi-libram  fpir.  mynd.  unciam. 
fyr.  limon.  drachmas  fex  adde,  capiat 
cochl.   duo  horis  tertiis, 
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He  was  plentifully  fupplied  with 
whey  and  barley  watery  he  was  occa- 
fionaily  bled,  and  did  not  perfectly 
recover  his  fenfes  nniil  the  20tn  day^ 
In  about  a  year  after,  the  oppofite 
Ude  became    paralytic. 

Dodor  Alexander  Monro  obferves 
in  the  35th  page  of  his  Obfervations 
on  the  Strndure  and  Fundions  of 
the  Nervous  Syftem,  that  the  right  and 
left  fides  of  the  fpijial  marrow  are 
divided  from  each  other  by  deeper  fif~ 
fures  than  have  been  defcribed  by 
niany  Lite  Vv^riters,  or  that  the  rip-ht 
and  left  fides  of  it  are  lefs  intimate- 
ly conneded  than  is  commonly  im- 
magined.  From  attention  to  this  cir- 
eumftance,  Vv-e  are  in  fome  degree  en- 
abled   to   explain    the    caufp   why   one 

fide 
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fide  of  the  body  is  much  palfied, 
whilfl  the  other  preferves  its  powers 
unimpaired,  or  to  underftand  the  caufe 
of  hemipleglseo 

It  has  been  obferved  by  very  learn- 
ed and  experienced  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons,  that  very  bad  fradures 
attended  with  very  alarrning  fym- 
ptorns,  have  frequently  done  wellj 
without  having  recourfe  to  trepanning^ 
for  why  may  not  a  fradured  or  fif- 
fured  bone  of  the  ikull  unite  again 
in  fome  cafes,  a§  vyell  as  other 
bones  of  the  body? 

Ruych,  who  had  feen  naany  cafes 
of  this  nature  in  his  many  year 
pradice  in  a  populous  city,  fays,  that 
in  fradures   of    the    fliull,    where    the 

fymptoms 
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lymptoms  are  neither  violent  nor  in-^ 
creafing,  one  ought  not  immediatel7 
to  proceed  to  terebration.  But  after 
opening  a  vein,  and  applying  warm 
cephalic  fomentations,  the  cure  ought 
to  be  attempted,  and  adds,  that  he 
liad  thus  happily  cured  many,  who 
"were  almoil   under  the  operation. 

"  Antiquores  medicos,  (fays  he)  in 
omni  iiffo  vel  frado  olTe,  flatim 
ad  ferramentam  venifTe,  quibus  id 
exciderent:  fed  multo  rnelius  eft  an- 
te emplaftr;^  experiri,  qu^  calvarias 
caufa  componuntur,  {s?r. — fi  autem 
caruncula  increfcere  cosperit,  &  fe- 
Iqiricula  aut  foluta  fuerit  aut  leyior, 
ct  cupiditas  cibi  reverterit,  fatifque 
fomni  accedat,  in  eodem  medicamen- 
to  erit  perfeveranduni  haec  ratione  fsepe 

nm?a 
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timse     callo    quodam     implenturj    cli- 
que  eo    offis    velut    cicatrix    &   latiu^ 
fi'ada  offa,  ii  qua  inter  fe   iion  cohce- 
rebiint,    eodem  callo    glutinantur  -,   cli- 
que   id    aliquanto    melius   velamentum 
cerebro    quam    caro,     quae    excifo  olTe 
lucre fcit.     Si  vero  fub    prima    curatio^ 
3ie    febris  intenditur^   brevefque    fomnij 
^  iidem    per    fomnia  tumultuofi  funt, 
vlcus  madet,  neque  alitur,  &  in  cervici^ 
bus   gkndulse   oriuntur,   magni    dolores 
flint,    cibique  hsec    failidium    increfcit, 
turn     demum    ad      manum     fcalprum-? 
que    veniendun^  eil " 

CASE    IL 

Fracture  ^/^^  Concussion,     ^c, 

A  Brewer,  by  the  fudden  falling  of  a 
heavy  iron  beam,  was   knocked  down. 

He 
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eomplained  of  his  head,  and 
puked  frequently.  There  was  a. 
wound,  which  origiriated  about  an 
ihoh  above  Iiis  eyebrow,  ^nd  termi- 
nated on  his  cheek.  By  the  -tad  I 
difcovered  an  .extenfive  fradure,  .  for 
hj  gently  preffing  upon  the  orbiter 
|5rocefs,  the  upper  end  of  the  fracr 
fuie  became  elevated^  and  vice  verfa. 
I'his  man  was  about  forty  years  of 
age  3  he  was  frequently  bled,  pu.t 
•upoji  the  antiphlogillic  regimen,  and 
foon  recovered  without  any  opera- 
tion.  ...     , 

At  the    time,   the    above    man  was, 

under    my     care,    a     child     about    fix 

years    old,    was    brought  to    me    from 

the  country.      The   child  ^liad-receiv-. 

.-^d  a  kick  of    a  horfe   upon   l:he    left 

temple. 
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temple.    There  Was    a  chafm  made  in 
the  bone,  through   which  the    pulfati^ 
on   of    the  brain   was  apparent.      The 
child  got  well,  without  any  operation, 

CASE     IIL 
Concussion    and  Con fu sign, 

A  gentleman    in    the  neighbourhood 

of   Drogheda,    of     a    grofs    habit,     ia 

the    fortieth     year    of   his     age,      was 

thrown   from   his   horfe,    coming    from 

the    races   of    Bellewllown.  - — ^He  was 

brought  home  in  an  infeniible  ftate.     A 

phyiician      and     an    apothecary     were 

fent   for,    the  Gentleman  was    blifter» 

ed,  and  he  took  fome  medicines.     The 

fymptoms     increafiiig    to    an    alarming 

height,  he  was  given  up.    I  made  an  in- 

cifion 
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fcifion  upon  the  part  contufed,  evacuati- 
ons were  made,  and  the  Gentleman  re- 
covered^ 

CASE    IV. 

Concussion    and  Contusion^ 

A  fervant  maid  a  few  months  ago, 
fell  down  flairs.  The  back  part  of  her 
head  was  firft  oppofed  to  a  folid  obfla- 
cle  5  Ihe  puked,  immediately,  was  much 
ftunned,  and  complained  of  a  violent 
pain  in  her  head.  She  wa«  bled  freely, 
got  a  clyfter,  and  faline  mixture.  There 
was  a  large  tumour  upon  the  upper 
part  of  the  os  occipitale.  I  made 
an  incifion  upon  it.  There  was  a 
great  difcharge  of  extra vafated  blood, 
but  neither  fradure  or  fiiTure.  The 
wound    was  lightly    drefTed,    and    Ihe 

wat 
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was  put  upon  the  antiphlogillic  regi- 
tnen.  The  pain  of  her  head  continu- 
ed a  long  time  J  at  length  £he  got 
well,  having  however  loft  the  fenf© 
of  fmelling. 

In  the  Commeiitaties  of  Heurnliis 
it  is  obferved,  that  injuries  of  the 
occiput  have  been  frequently  attend- 
ed with  the  lofs  of  tafte  and  fmell- 
ing. 

CASE      V. 
Concussion    with   Tumour* 

A  few  months  ago,  a  young  man 
fell  backwards,  from  a  ladder,  placed 
almoft  perpendicularly  j  the  back  of  his 
head  came  firft  to  the  pavement  j  he 
puked     immediately,     and     continued 

fenfelefs 
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fenfelefs  till  morning.  There  was  ^ 
large  tumour  upon  the  back  of  his 
head.  In  confequence  of  incifion,  a 
large  quantity  of  extravafated  blood 
was  difchargedc  He  was  freely  bled^ 
put  upon  the  antipHogiftic  fegi= 
menj  and  fpeedily .recovered. 

CASE     VL 

Vertigo  and  Contused  Wound. 

A  Gentleman  was  knocked  dowri 
by  a  ftroke  of  a  thick  ftick. 
He  was  much  flunned,  and  his 
head  gave  him  much  uneafinefs.  H^ 
was  bled,  and  evacuatioins  were  made. 
On  the  third  day,  not  finding  himfelf 
better,  I  was  fent  for.  There 
was  a   conttifed   wound    of  the    fcalp 
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i^pori  the  upper  and  middle  part  of 
his  forehead.  When  he  walked,  hb 
daggered,  and  complained  of  a  gid-= 
dinefs.  An  inciiion  and  .evacuations 
were  made,  and  he  was  ordered  the: 
fttiine  mixture.  There  was  nc/  fracture 
or  fiiTure ;  a  mild  fuppiiratjon  tools 
place,   aiid    h^    quickly  tecov.eredi 


-"^         CASE       VJI. 

CoNcussioN    and   TuMouRo 

A  Weaver  knocked  h's :  foreman 
down  with  a  poker,  wHo  remained 
fenfelefs  a  few  minutes  ;  he  often 
puked.  There  was  a  tumour  upon  the 
upper  part  of  the  right  os  parietale.  An 
D  iricifion 
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incifion    was    made,    evacuations    pre- 
feribed,  <J«?ri   and  he  recoveredo 

By  making  inciiions  in'  cafds  of  Con- 
iiderable  bontufions,  and  injuries  of 
the  fkull^  I  am  perfuaded  much  dan- 
ger, and  fatal  con  fequences  have  been 
prevented.  The  canfequehce  of  the 
incifion,  confidered  abftradedly,  is  of 
very  little  inconvenience.  It  guards 
againil  the  poffibihty  of  a^uy  danger 
arifing  from  confined  matter,  or  ex- 
tra vafated  blood,  wliich  often  occafiort 
tumours,  abfcelTes  convulfions,  and 
corruption  of  the  bone  and  its  peri- 
cranium.     &c^ 

We    find  from  the    obfervations    of 
learned  men,    that    concuffions  of  the 

brain 
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brain  rnpturi  its  vefTcls,  while  the 
ikull  remains  entire,  and  that  froni 
xtravafation  follows  an  affedion  of  its 
'fundions,  which  will  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  violence  of  the  ccn- 
ciiflion.  Van  Sweiten  informs  us  that 
Bochnius  infpeding  the  body  of  k 
girl,  fixteen  years  old,  who  died 
the  fourth  day  after  a  fall,  in  order 
for  him  to  report  the  caufe  of  her 
death  to  the  judges;  could  not  ob- 
ferve  any  cffeds  of  violence  in  the 
head,  though  fhe  bled  plentifully  out 
of  the  nofe  atid  mouth  after  the  fall, 
while  living ;  and  even  fome  time  af- 
ter fhe  was  dead.  But  upon  opening 
the  ikull,  and  railing  the  brain,  he 
found  a  branch  of  the  right  carotid 
ruptured, 

D  2  Case! 
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■5- 

"   '    C  A  S"B    VIIL    ■.      ■ 

Fracture  tmth  .Depress ion.- 

John  Waters,  aged  about  twenty 
ye^fs,  received  a  ilroke  of  a  fpade,' 
.edgeways,  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
OS  occipitale,  by  which  he  was  knock- 
ed down/ and  remained  fenfelefs  for 
fome  minuteSo  Next  day  He  came 
to  town,  arid  inFormed'  me  of  the  acci- 
dent ;  he  had  puked;  his  head*was  much 
afFe6led  ^  two  gentlemen  of  the  *  facul- 
ty attended.  We  difcavered  an  ex- 
teniive  fradure  \vith  depfefHon,  upon 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  os  occipitale, 
in  confeq^uence  of  which,  it  was  judged 
neceffary  that  I  fhouid  make  two  per- 
forations, by  which  I  was  enabled 
to     raifs    thirteen    fragments  of    bone. 

He 
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He  was  bled  occaiionally;,  put  upon 
the  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  and  reco- 
vered. 


CASE      IX, 

Fracture  and  Depression. 

A  fmith,  was  knocked  down 
by  a  Uroke  of  a  loaded  whip,  in 
confequence  of  which  he  puked, 
and  was  brought  to  town.  The  pain 
of  his  head  was  very  acute.  There  was 
an  exteniive  fradure  with  depreffion, 
upon  the  left  fide  of  the  os  frontale. 
Three  Surgeons  "were  prefent,  when 
by  means  of  perforation  I  removed 
every  impediment.  There  was  a  fif- 
fure,  which  pafTed  over  the  coronal 
future     into     the      temporal    bone.     It 

was 
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was  a2;reed  to  leave  this  circumflance 
to  nat^ire.  The  patient  perfevered  in 
the  antiphlogiflic  regimen,  &c,  and 
r=.covered.  Qne  of  the  gentlemen,  an 
advocate  for  opiates,  was  indulged, 
and  the  marj  got  a  few  dofes  of  the 
antimonial  opiate,  according  to  Mr. 
Bromiield. 


•     CASE      X. 

Fracture    and  Depression. 

Mr,    Dempfy,   aged  about   22   year§, 

received  a    blow    of    a    jftone,    which 

knocked    him   down.     I  was   fent    for, 

and  found  his  pulfe  quick  and  high,  his 

head    ached  feverely,  and    he   was  not 

able  to    leave   his   bed.     He    frequent- 
ly 


'  [  S9  1 
Ij  brought  up  the  contents  of  his 
ilomach.  His  rie;ht  eye  was  clofed 
and  fwoilen;  above  which,  about  two 
inches,  there  was  an  extenfiv^  fradure 
with  depreilion,  part  of  the 
temporal  bone  was  concerned.  Perfor- 
ations were  made,  evacuations  and  the 
antiphlogifiic  plan  perfevered  in,  until 
|L  perfed  cure    took   place. 


C  A  S  E    XL 

Fracture   and  Depression. 

—Kelly  of  Herbertflown,  a  farmer  near 
fifty  years  old,  received  a  kick  from  a 
horfe,  whereby  his  fkull  was  frac- 
tured a  little  above  his  right  eye- 
brow. Robert  Caddell  of  Herbertf- 
lown,    Efq.      direded    me  to  be  fent 

for. 
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for.  In  cpnfultation  it  was  a^ 
to  perforate,  in  order  tp  remove 
the  bones  that  were  beat  in  upon 
the  brain  •  the  greater  part  of  the 
prbiter  procefs  came  away.  He  Was 
■enjoined  •  the  Antiphlogiiiic  rpgimeri, 
'and  foori  recovered. 


CASE       XIL 

Fracture   ^;?,^  |)epkession« 

A  Labourer,  aged  about  22  years, 
was  accidentally  thrown  down,  and 
liis  forehead  came  firil  againfl:  the 
pavement,  in  confequence  of  whichj 
there  was  a  fmal!  contufed  wound 
upon  the  pajrt.  He  was  brought  to 
an  apothecary,  who  applied  the  blood^r 
future    fo    frequently    that  he   guarded 

againfl 
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j^gainfl  any  poITibility  of  air  getting 
into  the  wop  rid.  In  three  days  af- 
ter, I  was  defired  to  fee  him  j  his 
eyes  were  clofed  and  puffed,  his 
face  was  red  and  fwollen,  his  pulfe 
high  and  quick,  his  tongue  foul, 
his  Ikin  dry  and  warm,  and  he  fejt 
^    continual     thirft. 

Three  of  the  Gentlemen  of  ihG 
faculty  attended  i  there  v/as  a  con- 
fiderable  fradure  and  deprellion  iri 
the  centre  of  his  forehead.  I  per- 
formed the  operation,  and  evacuati- 
ons were  occafionally  made,  in  cori- 
iequence   of  which    he   recovered. 

CASE     XIIL 

John  Mc.  Can,  aged  about  24 
years,  was  knocked  dowri  by  a  firoke 

of 
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of    a     fpade       edgeways.       He      wa^ 
brought     fenfelefs    into    the    adjacent 
houfe,    and     put    to    bed  ^  I    was    im- 
mediately   fent  for     by     th©    diredion 
of     Thomas      Pepper     of    Ballygarth, 
Efq.     The  mari  was  totally  infeniiblej 
his   eyes  were   clpfed    and  fwelled,  his 
pulfe    was     fmall    and     quick.     There 
was     a    chafm,    which    extended    from 
the  middle   of    the   os  frontale    to  the 
upper  part  of  |:he  os  parietale :   it  was 
almoft     fiye    inches    in     length,       Tt^e 
brain  was   oozing    forth.  ,  After  bleed- 
ing    him     plentifully,      I    removed    as 
many    fragments   of  bone,    as  I    could 
come      at,     for      many      were     buried 
in     the     fubHance    of     the     brain.     I 
ordered    him   a  clyfter,  in   confequence 
of    which,    there   was    a    plentiful    dif- 
charge   of  bile.     He    came    a    little    to 
'  hirafelf;  I   ordered   him  to  get    another 

clyiler 
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clyfter  to  be  given  him  in  a  few  hours, 
and  fent  him  a  fahne  mixture,  with 
Myndererus's  fpirit.  The  next  day,  Mr. 
Delahoyde  came  with  m,e  j  we  found  him 
convulfed.  He  was  now  fenfible,  Oi^ 
removing  the  dreifings,  many  fmall 
particles  of  bone  came  forth  witl^ 
a  large  difcharge  of  the  brain.  He 
was  bled  agairi,  ordered  clyilers,  and 
took  his  faline  mixture  tertiis  horis^ 

The  iifth  day,  the  difcharge  of  the 
brain  and  fpafms  ceafed  j  a  fungus  be^ 
^an  to  rife,  about  the  15th  day, 
which  we  fuppreiied  in  its  progrefs,  by 
means  of  gentle  prefTure,  and  prepared 
fponge;  with  which  we  prevented  the  of 
progrefs  pullulating  Hefh,  and  the  fungus 
gradually     diiTolved    away,     exfoliation. 

took 
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took    place    and 'lie  recovered,    and  .is 
now   in  derfed:  health. 


this  man  Ibnnd  his  hea'd 
and  ilomach  aiTeded,  he  called  for  a 
clyfter,  in  tonfequence  of  which,  h^ 
had  a  billons  difcharge,  and  gat  eafe. 

Dodor  Monro  doubts,  whether,  in- 
llead  of  confidering  the  brain  as  thp 
origin  of  the  nerves,  we  oneht  not  to 
eonlider  it  merely  as  conneded  with 
the  nerves  j  or  whether  there  are  bet- 
ter reafons  for  fuppoilng  the  brain  to 
produce  the  nerves,  than  for  fupppfing 
nerves  to  produce  the  brain  j— and 


i'a  order  to  iliew  that  the  nerves  ^^ay 
exifl  independent  of  the  brain,  he 
fays,  he  obferved  in  children  delivered 

at 
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Ht  the  fvill  time,  piump  jsind  ^well 
formed  ^i  -  ^\i^}t  limbs,  a  fubflance 
which  fupplied  the  piacp  of  the 
brain,  not  more  bplky  tlian  a  fmail 
jiut,  :aiid,  •  inftqad.  qf  containing  -a 
ivvhite  mednllar^y  ..fubflancp,  i|:  was  of 
a  red  coipur,  ^efembling  a  clot  df 
blood  ;  and  fmall  cords,  occiipying 
the  place.  q£  the  optic  nerves  were 
li-kewife  of  a  red  colonrj-  yet  the 
Cpjnal  marrow,  and  all  the  nerves 
from  it,  had  the  ordinary  jQze  a.iid 
appeairaficco .   .    , 

We  have  been  taiighty:  that  when 
the  brain  has  been  greatly  diilurbed, 
tonliderable  alterations  of  the  bile,  and 
difcharges  df  it  will  take  place.-  And 
.  that  corrupt  bile  .  lodging  about  the 
pr^cordia,     may      confidefably    diflurb 

all 
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Mi  the  fuiidions  of  the  brain,  and 
excite  vertigoes,  corivulfioris,  deli- 
ria,  &c.  from  tvhich  it  is  evident; 
that  a  wonderful  c6nftnt  of  parts 
obtains  between  the  head*  and  the 
praecordia,  fo  that  they  mutually  and 
powerfully  afFed    each   othef. 

In  the  above  extraordinary  cafe,  wc 
find  thefe  obfervations  confirmed ;  for 
as  foon  as  the  patient  found  his  head 
grow  uneafy,  or  felt  any  painful  f^fi- 
fation  about  or  upon  the  prascordia, 
he  called  for  a  clyfler,  which  by  ex- 
citing a  bilious  dilckarge,  quickly  re- 
lieved   him. 

Mr.  Bromfield  apprehends,  that  the 
fear  of  being  treated  with  unjuil:  and 
rigorous  criticifm^  or  of  giving  offence' 

to' 
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to  intn  of  eftablilhed  charadiei:,  hafe 
prevenied  many  a  modeft  and  ingenious 
man  from  communicating  his  remarks 
to  the  piibHc. 

Notwithftailding  the  difadvantages 
and  oppofition,  which  a  gentleman 
has  to  encounter,  who  offers  his 
thoughts  to  the  pubHc,  I  think  he  Ihould 
not  be  alarmbd  by  fiich  cOnfiderations, 
btit  deliver  his  fentimerits  freely  and  can- 
didly, taking  care  however  to  avoid 
founding  tiew  fyfliems,  upon  quelliona- 
ble    hypothefes. 

If  a  Siirgeori  fhould  withhold  from 
the  world,  any  thing  that  may  tend 
tb  the  godd  of  the  public,  I  conceive 
he  does  not  do  his  duty-    fince  he  is 

an 
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^n    agent   of    fociety,   fo'i:    the    fceriefit 
of  which  he  has  made  his  dciimatioif. 

In  order  to  introduce    the  life  o£  o^ 
plurii    into  pradice,    which  I  am    per- 
fuaded    Mr.  Bromfield  h:a§  done,    fto*'ni 
the  moil  liberal   arid    di^nterefied    rna-V 
tive,    he  has  made   experiments  in  fci 
veral    cafes,    which'    were    fuccefsfully 
treated.     From  the  faccefs  of  opium,  and 
from  an  attentive  conlid'e ration  of  the 
nature  and  caufe   of  ,iE:liacnmat^«-n:5-[hi'^;, 
has   been  led   to   a;:-f     in    fpme    mea- 
fnre  his  former   opinion,  ar*vi  feems  to 
think  that   imilammations,   particnlarly- 
thofe   arifing   norn   the   injuries  of   the 
head,    are  freqiveritiy  ca^u '.,d  by  fpafm^ 
and       that      the     ner 'cj^     leading      to 
the    mufcular    or    vafcular  fibres,   may 
be   fo    irf-itatedj   as  to  prod  nee    fpafm. 

This' 
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This  do£trine,   f^iys  he,  may    be    wor- 
thy     of        attention  ;      for      certainly 
opium    is    the  .  moft    likely   remedy    to 
take    off    fpafiii,     as    many    of    us,    I 
dare     fay,     have    experienced     in    the 
mod  threatening  cafe  of  that  fort,  the 
locked   jaw.       Few   will     deny,    conti- 
nues he,  that   opium  is   a  great  attenu- 
arit     of     the    blood ;    and    that     there- 
fore   it    mufl:     give    the    fairefl    chance 
for     the      abforption    of     extravafated 
iluids;/    and  by  dividing    thofe    detain- 
ed in  the   vefTelsj    fit  them    for  future 
circulation.     He   quotes    Dodor   Mead, 
who    told    him,    that  in    cafe    women 
would   apply  thebaic    tindure    to   their 
breads,    after   corituiions   from  a   blow, 
or   other   violence   received,  the    extra -^ 
vafated  blood  would  be   attenuated  and 
abfbrbed,    and      the  "  affidancs     of   the 
F'  Surgeon's 
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Sufgeon^s  kife^  would  rarely  be  wan- 
ted  for  cancers  or  external  injuries,  done 
to  their  breajfts.  Of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervation  I  have  had  many  fortunate 
proofs.  As  an  external  application, 
to  painful  inflammatory  tumours, 
which  fometimes  afflid  lying-in  wo- 
men, I  am  warranted  in  declaring  there 
cannot  be  a  more  powerful  refolvent. 

About  a  fortnight  ago,  a  Lady 
confulted  me,  who  had  been  three 
weeks  brought  to  bed  of  her  fecond 
child  J  fbe  is  in  the  24th  year  of  her 
age  and  of  a  healthy  habit,  in  her 
former  lying-in,  her  breaft  inflamed, 
fuppurated,  and  was  a  long  time 
painful,  and  troublefome  to  her. 
There  was  now  a  hard  lump  of 
about    the   lize  and  form  of  a  turkey 
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egg,  which  was  moveable,  and  iitu- 
ated  a  little  below  the  center  of  her 
former  afFeded  breaft,  unattended  with 
inflammation.  I  ordered  the  nurfe  to 
bathe  the  tumour  frequently  with  a 
lincment  cdmpofed  of  thebaic  tindurc, 
oil,  and  fpirits  of  hartfhorn,  and  to  apply 
the  flaxfeed  poultice  foftened  with  the 
iinement  The  fourth  day  the  part 
began  to  impoftumate,  ^a  plentiful 
fuppuration  fucceeded,  fo  that  there 
is  not  now  a  veftige  of  the  lump, 
perceivable. 

Boerhaave,    fays    he,  defines  inflam= 

iftations     thus: —  "    Eilque    fanguinis 

rubri    arteriofl    in    minibus     danalibus 

ilagnantiSj    pretio  et    attrituSj    a  motu 

E  Z  reliqui 
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reliqui    fanguinis   moti,  et  per    febrem 
fortius  adtii" 

Mn  Bromfieid  afHriiis,  that  Bocr- 
haave,  is  much  miftaken,  for  the 
momentum  of  the  blood  being  in- 
creafed,  from  the  irritation  of  the 
nervous  coats  of  the  vefTels,  hi-zat 
will  naturally  follow,  therefore  this 
is  as  much  the  effed  of  obftru<^ioil 
in  the  circulation  as  in  the^r  former 
cafe. 

We  know,  a  pofleriori,  that  fpafm 
is  often  the  confequence,  or  effect 
of  obftrudion,  inflammation,  and  fe- 
ver 5  and  that  as  the  fever  increafes, 
the  irritation  of  the  nervous  fyftern 
will   alfo  increafe. 

Dodor 
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Dodor    Monro   found  that  after   he 
had  cut  the  fciatic  nerve,  the    member 
was    infeniible  and  motionlefs  that  the 
circulation  of  the   blood   remained    for 
a    year    thereafter    rapid   and    free     in 
the   hind   leg  of     a    frog  ^    that  when 
he   had  broken   the  bones  and  wound?- 
ed    the  v  flefh,    an     inflammation     was 
excited,  and  at  laft   the   wounds    were 
clofcd,   with  new   matter  and  the  bro- 
ken   bones    re-uaited.      Yet,    fays    he, 
we  have  the    llrongefl:  reafons   for    be- 
lieving, that  the   fraall    veffels     in    cir- 
culating   the    blood,    in   inflammation, 
and  in  the  production  of  new   matter, 
are     aduated     by    a    nervous    energy.^ 
which    in    the  cafes   before   us,    could 
only     have     been     furpifhed     to     the 
nerves     by     the    veiTels    of      the     pia 
mater     which    inclofe    them     and   tjic 

cineritioiis 
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cinei'itious  fubflance  it  produces. 
Obfervations  on  the  nervops  fyllem 
P.  34.  fed  the  V.  the  greateft  pro- 
dudipii   of   this  age. 

Extra vafated  blood  by  prelling  upon 
^hp  brain,  excites  convulfions,  which 
^arly  and  copious  bleeding  and  evacuati- 
ons have  often  removed.  If  thefe  precau- 
tions are  delayed,  or  totally  negled- 
cd,  putrefatflion  .  takes  place  j  or,  if 
^ny  principal  blood  veffel  is  ruptur- 
ed, we  iliall  lifid,  that  no  remedy 
or  mode  qf  treatment  can  ever  be 
■[truck  oiU,  that  will  prove  J'uccefsful 
m  all  cafes. 

Van  Sweilen  thinks  it  is  cy'i^^ni, 
(fee  liis  commentary  upon  the  definition 
-^^hich  Mi".  proiiiiicM  has  pronounced  er^- 

roncous) 
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roneous)  that  obftrudion  has  many 
things  in  common  with  inflammation  j 
but  that  no  inflammation  can  be 
conceived  without  an  obftrudion  alfo 
attending  J  befides  which,  a  violent 
obftru6tion  increafcs  the  velocity  of 
thofe  juices,  which  are  to  pafs 
through  the  pervious  vefl^els,  fo  as 
to  occafions  a  fever.  But  foon 
as  a  fever  accompanies  the  obftrudi- 
on,  there  is  then  an  inflammation,  which 
may  therefore  be  termed  an  obftruc- 
tion  with  a  fever,  either  in  the 
whole,  or  only  ia  fome  particular  part 
of  the  body. 

The  phaenomena,  of  a  concuillon  of 
the  brain,  according  to  the  mofl  emi- 
nent of  the  profeiiion,  are  vo- 
mitings,   vertigo,    or    apparent  rotation 

of 
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of  the  adjacent  objeds,  a  total  lofs 
of  fight,  hearing,  fmelling,  tailing,  or 
feeling  ;  a  deep  fleep,  a  flertor,  (that 
is,  when  the  patient  forces  out  the 
air  with  the  whole  adion  of  the 
breaft,)  palfy,  convnlfions,  delii'iums, 
and  fhiverings.  If  a  lethargic  difpoii- 
tion,  is  an  effed  of  a  concuffion 
of  the  brain,  upon  what  principle 
can   opium     be    given  ? 

Is  it  yiot  reafonable  to  conclude^ 
that  in  cafes  where  a  lethargic  difpo- 
ijtion  may  not  happen,  it  may  be  in- 
duced by  opium,  and  thu^  the  injury 
of  the  brain  rendered  more  dangerous 
and    diiFiCult  of  cure?  , 

Medical  Hiftory  abounds  with  cafes 
of  concuffion  of  the  brain,  attended 
'  '     with 
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with       the       worft       fymptoms,     not^ 
withftanding,    fuccefs    has    followed    a 
free    ufe    of    the   lancett   and   evacua-* 
tions,  independent   of  opiates. 

Numberlefs,  but  nndeficive  argu- 
ments, have  been  adduced  on  the 
nature  and  caufes  of  inflammation, 
obftrudion,  fpafm,  erethifm,  &c.  by 
which  we  ^n^  the  obfervation  of  a  great 
man  is  well  founded,  viz.  that  caufes 
and  effeds  are  fo  intimately  conneded, 
and  dependant  on  each  other,  through- 
out the  fyftem  of  nature,  that  we  eve- 
ry where  difcover  a  feries  of  ener- 
gies, which  whilft  they  are  depending 
on,  and  derived  from  their  preceding 
terms,  are  at  the  fame  time  the  caufes 
of  their  fucceeding  ones.  But  what 
is  the  caufe  of  all  the  reft,  which  be- 
ing 
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mg,  not  the  efFed  of  any  precedieg^ 
maj     be    called     the-    fonrce    of    all, 

^md  th&  irft  term  in  the  feries  ?  In 
eontemplatiiig  this  foiirce,  the  mmd  is 
lofl  IB  wonder,  and  after  we  are  ad- 
iranced  a  few  fteps,  we  find  that  a 
cTotid  obilrii^Ss  our  further  progrefs, 
a^nd  from  continMing  our  enquiry  and 
contemplation,  nothing  more  can  b© 
derived,  hmt  a  coovidion  of  h^man 
imbecility,  aad  narrownefs  of  our  in-* 
tellednal    powers. 

If     Mr.      Bromfieid     (as   .it    jQiobM 

:^em)  recommendis-  opium  upon  the 
principle  of  its  being  a  great  attenuant 
of  the  blood,  and  hence,  well  calculated 
to  give  a  fair   chance  for  the  abforptioa 

©f  extra^afated  fioids^  is  it  not  evi- 
dent m  order    to  produce  fo   matefial 

m  cbaoge 
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a  change  In  the  animal  oeconomy, 
that  large  quantities  of  opium  would 
be  requifite,  and  that  a  few  drops  of 
tindura  thapbaica  would  not  h?.ve  the 
cfFed  intended  by  the  authoi:  witli 
fufficient  expedition. 

Opium  in  general  is  but  a  tcmpora- 
ly  expedient,  and  does  not  frequently 
anfwer  the  intention  of  the  pre- 
fcriber,  but  often  defeats  it,  and  in- 
ftead  of  procuring  reft,  occafions  anx- 
iety, drynefs  of  the  moiith,  a  red- 
nefs  and  itching  of  the  fkin,  lownefs 
of  fpirits,  difficult  refpiration,  and 
a  languid  pulfe. 
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POPULARLY,     BUT    IMPROPERLY    CALLED, 
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ON      T  H 


S    E    R    O    P    U    L    A,        m. 


'THHERE    ianot -a    dij 

^  can  be  more  :  difagfeeabk  txi 
the  human  fpecies,  than  that  whic^ 
is  popularly  called  the  King's  Evrl, 
a  difeafe,  according  to  the  ancientSg 
totius  fubilantiae^  which  has  almoiH 
refilled  every  remedy,  that  learniiig 
and  {kill  could  devife,  and  fecms  tB 
he    gaining    ground    rapidly* 


fe 
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tt  is  extraordinary  fo  noxioos  a 
difeafe  has  not  been  better  defined. 
Like  nerves  in  women,  and  worms 
in  children,  it  fefves  as  a  fand^uarj^ 
for  the  ignorance  of  praditioners,  and 
complaints  are  frequently  pronounced 
fcrofulous,  or  the  King's  evil  which 
terms  do  not  coevey  determinate  ideas. 

Gentlemen  of  the  faculty  ought 
to  be  very  cautious,  in  giving  their 
opinion  of  fores,  ulcers,  kernels,  arid 
affedions  of  the  glands.  The  idea 
of  the  King's  evil  is  extremely  except 
tionable,  and    unfounded* 

The  fymptoms  of  a  fcrofula  a:re 
generally  faid  to  be',  fcirrhous  tu- 
mours   arifing    about    the    neck,    and 

other 
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<^ther  glandular  parts,  called  alfo 
ftrumae,  *  The  word  is  Latin,  and 
formed  by  diminution,  from  fcrofa,  d 
few.  The  fcrofulous  infedion  prin- 
dpally  fettled  either  on  the  glandu- 
lar parts,  or  the  bones  j  and  the  dif- 
cafe  appears  in  little  kernels,  or 
lumpy  indolent  fwellings,  dowti  the 
fides  of  th6  iieck  under  the  chili, 
in  the  arm-pits,  and  about  the  breafls ; 
in  white  iriddlent  fwellings  of  the 
joints  of  the  fingers,  wtift^,  knees, 
elbows,  and  ankles  j  and  running 
fores  difcharging  a  yellow  gleety 
faiiies. 

F  Scrofulous 


*  Strunise,  tumours  arifing  moll  tifually    ori  the  iitfck 

and   throat,    and  ccmmonly  called  the  King's  evil  j  the 

word  is  Latin,  formed  a  rtruendo — — ftru(5lirii  aflurgun: 
^ — alio  hiraidesf  forej» 
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Scrofulous  people  are  generally  of  ^ 
lax  fibre,  and  relaxed  habit;  tbeir  af-^ 
pedt  in  general  is  pale^  their  fldn  fair^ 
the  eyes  vitreous— ^they  are  inert,  in- 
dolent, and  if  ^  pferfoii  of  a  real 
fcrofulous  habit,  receives  a  fmall 
wound,  it  will  not  be  attended  with' 
miich  pain,  or  hemorrhagy,  nor  look 
florid,  as  wounds  will  do  in  at 
healthy  perfon.  Thofe  who  have 
made  iilues  in  fcrofulous  people 
muil  have  obferved  thefe  cirGtun- 
{lances, 

Lofs  of  appetite  is  faid  to  be  a 
fymptom  importing  great  depravity  of 
the  humours  in  fcrofulous  habits,  and 
indicates  that  the  pancreas  and  mef^- 
cntery  are  obftruded,  particularly  if 
the  parotides  are   enlarged. 

Scro- 
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Scrofulous  people,  according  to  Ar- 
biithnotj  can  never  be  duly  nouriih- 
edj  for  fuch  ^s  have  tumours  in  the 
parotides  often  have  them  in  the  pan- 
creas and  mefentery.  The  pancreatic 
juice  is  necelTary  to  dilute  the  vifcid 
cyftie  juice,  to  mitigate  its  acrimony, 
and  mix  it  with  the  food,  to  dilute  the 
niafs  of  aliments,  and  does  every  other 
office  of  the  faliyai— 

Hallers  PhyJ,  p.  360; 

The  various,  and  itlefFedual  me- 
thods of  treatment,  which  have  been 
purfuedi  and  recommended  by  the  mofl 
learned  of  the  faculty,  in  order  to 
f^radicate  '  the  fcrofula,  is  a  proof  of 
the  obllinacy  and  inveteracy  of  th©' 
i^ifeafe. 

"B  %  It 
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It  has  been  alTerted,  that  the  fcfo^ 
fula  may  be  acquired,  in  confequence 
of    luxury,    debauchery   and  ihdokncei 

Thofb   whb  lead    ItixuHotis,    intem- 
perate and  indolent  lives,   and  indulge 
themfelves     fo    much    even    in    fleep^ 
as     f&atcb  ever   to    fee  the  rifing  Sun, 
lofe    the    exetcife    of     their      mufcles, 
which     powerfully      contribute     to     a 
brifk      and      free    circulation     of     the 
blood  ;         therefore        digeftion,       and 
the        aflimilation        of       the       chyle, 
are       more      ilowly     and      imperfedly 
performed  j      hence      ftiperfluous     and 
crude     humours      atb    created^     which 
either     fail      up6n    fome     vital     part^ 
dr     burft     forth      in      running     fores 
on  different    parts  of     the    body  ;     td 
obviate    which    the  miferable    patients 
.  roani 
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roam   from   one    phyfician    to  another, 
in  purfuit  of  health,  which  they  would 
wifh   to    enjoy   without    taking    pains, 
or  rather  the  pleafure  to   obtain  it. 

The  celebrated  Aftruc,  and  others, 
were  of  opinion  that  when  the  fcrofula 
accompanied  the  venereal  difeafe,  it 
was  incurable  by  mercury,  becaufe 
the  fmall  (Jrops  of  the  fcrofu- 
Jous  infedioi^,  fo  intimately  lay  up 
in  it  the  fine  drops  of  venereal 
venom,  that  they  become  inacceffible 
and  invincible,  in  the  fame  manner, 
as  in  an  amalgama  of  gold  and  fil- 
yer,  the  atoms  of  thp  gold  are  wont 
to  be  furrounded  by  the  atoms  of  fil- 
ver,  that  they  can  by  tio  means  be 
topched  by  aqu^   regia. 

This 
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This  analogy  docs  not  feem  to  hp 
well  founded,  iinee  tliere  is  a  mate- 
rial difference  betv/een  the  fcrbfulbiis 
and  venereal  infedion,  floating  in  the 
bjood  and  juices,  and  aded  upon  by 
animal  heat,  &'C.  and  his  amalga- 
ma   ;and  aqua   regia,  •   - 

Aflruc  diflingtiiihes  between  the   ve- 
nereal and  fcrofulous  jnfedidn ;  though, 

he  fays,  if  the  lymph  is  tainted  Wth 
the  venereal  virus,  it  will'  produce'  a 
flagnatioh  in  feveral  conglobate'  glands, 
becaufe  from  it's  thicknefs  it  will  forrtj 
obftrudions  in  the  folds  of  the  glands; 
and  from  its  acrimony  it  will  ilimu- 
late  them  to  more  frequent  contradl- 
ens,  by  which,  the  paffage  will  be 
flopped  up  J  hence  therefore  it  wilj 
follow,    that   the   lymphatic    glands    of 

-^  the 
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the  neck,  axilla,  inguina,  mefentery, 
&c.  from  the  ftagnation  of  the  lymphj 
and  indifpofition,  will  grow  turgid, 
and  harden  into  circnmfcri'bed,  round 
glandular  ftrumous  tumours,  and  that 
the  venereal  difeafe  is  as  changea- 
ble '^as  Protetis,  and  piits  OU-  the 
ibape  of  fevery  difeafe. 

from  parents  who  have  been  fe- 
verely  afflided  with  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe, and  not  radically  cured,  their 
children  have  derived  complaints,  which 
have   been  •  pronotanced  fcrofuious. 

Nothing  gives  that  which  it  has  not. 
If  an  infedion  can  produce  another  in- 
fedion,  of  quite  a  different  nature,  it 
wbuld  follow,  that  the  venereal  infec- 
tion was  not  one  independant,  but  two 

d  liferent 
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different    infedions,    which  is    g.    ma-t 
nifeft   abfnrdity,  ' 

Whether  the  fcrofula  (which  i$ 
not  fo  common  as  people  imagine) 
is  an  effed:  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
is  a  qneflion  th^t  |ias  been  mnch: 
difputed.  Gentlemen  ought  to  be  ver: 
ry  cautious  in  afcribing  effeds  to 
caufes  that  exifled  at  a  remote  pe^ 
riod.  !  ■  ■:  ^ 

Experierice  confirms  that  an  in- 
fedion  will  produce  different  effedq 
in  different  conftitutions  j  yet  it  is 
evident  every  effed  arifing  from  it 
proceeds  from  one  ar^dthQ  fame  ?auf^« 
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In  confequence  of  the  improve- 
nients  which  have  been  made  upon 
mercury,  and  its  general  ufe,  we, 
find  that  the  venereal  difeafe  does  not 
now  produce  fuch  dreadful  fymptoms 
as  have  been  reprefented  by  physi- 
cians a  few  years  ago,  and  that 
in  confequence  of  the  improved  and 
more  general  ufe  of  merci^ry,  tjie  le- 
profy      js    now  hardly    known   among 

-  There  were,  in  Chriftendom  about 
200  years  ago  1500  .  Hofpitals  for 
lepers. 

Before  the  /afe  of  mercury  was  dif- 
covered,  the  venereal  difeafe  mull 
have  made  great  havoc  in  the  human 
•      .  fpecies ; 
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i^jecies;  as  .It  could  not  have  teen 
^dically  cured,  at  leaft  we  know  of 
no  fimpks  'that   will  J^avd  that  efFed. 

•  '■■"■',.'/  ''  '  ■ .  ,'^  '■ 
It  appears  reafonable  to .  conclndcv 
tliat  the  venereal  difeafe'  was  coeval: 
with  fociety^'  and  ;  that  it.  has  been,  a- 
difeafe  larifirig  from  the  abufe  of 
ifenery,    and    prdniifctibms?  embrace. 

The  Kings  of  England  and  France 
for  a  long  time  pretended  tO'  th© 
privilege  of  enrlng  the  King's  '  evil 
by  touching ;  and  fome  ;  pious 
people  to  this  day,  fay,  they  :dii- 
penfe  the  royal  blood  for  the  cure 
of  '  the  King's  evil^  which  they  al- 
iedge  will  have  the  wiilied   for  effed. 
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The  right  or  faculty,  'ti^  faid,  wa$ 
Horiginaily  inherent  in  the  French 
•Kings ;  for  that  thofe  of  England 
•^niy-i  'claiined  it  as  ao  '  appendage,  \m 
appurtetiaiit  to  that  Crowil  to  v^hich 
they  had  a  claim. 

Stephen  de  X2!ontij  a.  religious  Gorblo, 
who  lived  in  the  year  1400,  and 
wrote  a  Hiftory  oif  France,  ftill  pre- 
ferved  in  MS,  in  the  library  df 
St.  Germains  des  prez,  defcribe^ 
the  practice  of  touching  for  the  eviL 
Aftdr  rtlie  King  had  heard  mafs,  a 
^eflel  of '  water  was  brought  hiftij, 
■and  his  Majefty,  having  put  up  his 
prayers  before  the  altar,  touched  th^ 
di'feafed  part  with  his  hand^  and 
"tyafhed  it  with  water. 

Kaou} 
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Raoul    de     Prueiles,     addreffing    his 

tranflation  of  St.    AuguHin,    de    Civi- 

tate  Dei,    to   Ch.   V.  France,   fays  ex- 

prefsly  :      "  Vos  d^vanczers^  &  vous  avez 

■Ulk  vextu  ^  puiffance^  qiAe  vous  eft  donnee 

C2f  attrihuee  de  Dieii,  que  v&usfaiies  mir^ 

cles  en  voire  vie,  ielles^  Ji  grandes  &  Ji 

0evtes,  que  V03MS  garrijfes  d! line  tres  hprri^ 

Ih    maladie   que  s^  apfelle  •  les  ejerouelk^ 

(L  e.  the  J^ings'  Evil)  de  laquelle  nu2 

autre  prince  terrein  ne  peut  garir  hor^ 

veus. \    :     ,■  ■  '    . 

•  Much  judgment  and  experience 
are  neceiTary  to  diflinguifh  the  fcro- 
fula,    from    the    efFeds    of   other   dif- 

orderS  J ~A   fwelling  of    the   upper 

lip,  and  an  enlargement  of  the 
parotides,  are  faid  to  be  pathog- 
nomonic      iignSa 
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In  the  firfl  Volume  of  the  Lon- 
don Medical  Obfervations,  P.  184, 
there  are  a  few  cafes  of  fcrofulous 
complaints,  by-  John  Fordyce.  M.  Dl- 
which  have  been  confiderably  im- 
proved by  means  of  the  cortex, 
which  refolved  tumefied  glands  with* 
out    fuppuration. 

In  Vol.  2i  P.  265  of  ih6  above 
Obfervations,  there  arc  two  cafei 
communicated  by  Dodor  Bond  of 
Philadelphia,  which  were  fuccefsfully 
treated,  by  perfifling  in  the  ufe  of 
the  bark,  though  falivation  had  fail- 
ed. 

Dodor  Fothergili    in  Vol.    I.    faysj 
that     the    bark    put    a    flop    to   thcJ 

progref^ 


[    ?8    1 

|jrdgrefs  of  tumour*  of  the  parotid  glands  ^ 
in  one  cafe  in  particular,  he  fays,  the 
t3ark  fofteiied  the  tumours, — -that  he 
met  with  many  other  cafes,  in 
which  the  bark  has  had  the  like. 
efFeds  J  checked  the  fpeedy  progref* 
of  the  difeafe,  rellored  a  better 
flate  of  health  in  various  refpeds* 
and  laid  a  proper  foundation  to  pro- 
ceed upon,  in  attempting  to  cure  hj 
other   methods* 

^  He  acknowledges  that  he  made  uft 
of  the  bark  in  fcrofulous  i?leersi  btit 
hitherto  not  with  the  facceis  one 
might  exped,  though  he  has  aflifted 
it  with  calomel  and  fulphur  aura- 
ttoi  antinionii. 
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~"*rhis     learned     Phyfician     obfervei* 
that     all   internal,    repfiedies    given   hf 
the    mouth,    and   defigned  to    ad    be- 
yond   the    ftomach,    muft   be    expofed 
to    the    efficacy    of     the     powers,    hf 
which    digeflion    is    performed:    it    is 
therefore     incumbent     upon   the?   Pre- 
fcriber      to      coniider,     how     far    the 
virtues    of    tl>e    medicines,     he    gives^ 
«re     liable  .  to    \m    aifeded    in^    their 
tranfit    to    the    parts-  where  he  is  de- 
iirous    they  fhould  ad.      Moft    of  the 
faline    remedies  are  liable  to  great    al^ 
tcrations    in     the    ftomach*       Alkalin^ 
and    acid     falts    may    become    neutral 
and    faponaceous  ;     neutral     ones  may- 
be  diluted,    and    difpofed    to    run  off 
immediately        by       the     emuridories^ 
and  all  of    them    contribute    as    little 
towards     eradicating    the    fcfofula,    a^ 

they 
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they  do  towards  efFeding  the  changd; 
ive  call  digeftionj  a  change  whereby 
fubftances  very  remote  from  it,  arc 
Converted  into  an  animal  nature. 

And  it  feems    to  him,    in    the    curd 
of    all    chronic     complaints,     however 
dlftarit     their    feat   may   be    froiii    the 
ftbmach,    thofe   will    have    the    great- , 
feft    fuccefs,    who    attentively   confided 
the    preferit  ftate  of  this    organ  j    who 
remove  every  obftrudion    t6    its    per- 
forming the  office    of     digeftidn    with 
eafe,  conftancy   and   expedition  j   f6r  if 
digeftion      is      well      performed,       the 
chyle  i§   proper,    the    blood,    produced 
from   this    chyle,    is    natural,    the    fe- 
Cretions   will    be   regular,    difeafe  will 
vanifli,  and   health   and  ^divity  enfue. 
If    digeflion    is     ■vv-eak,     the     contra- 


i> 
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vy  happens,  in  fpite  6f  the  beft 
ipccifics,  Qiilefs  one  patt  of  their  vit- 
t.ues  be  to  reftore  the  injured 
facuhies  of  digeflion  to  their 
pfifline  and  natural   ftatc. 

And  from  the  moll  attentive  confi- 
deration  of  the  cure  of  many  chronic 
complaints,  and  the  moft  unprejudiced 
difquifition,  what  fhare  the  medicines 
applied  have  had  in  effeding  fuch 
cures;  by  much  the  greatefl  part 
of  thefe  diftempers  feem  to  have 
been  removed,  rather  in  confequence 
of  the  medicines  given,  having  had  a 
certain  efied  On  the  ftomach,  and 
thereby  enabling  nature  to  perform 
her  own  office,  than  by  any  fpeci- 
fic  operations  on  the  particular  feat 
G  of 
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of  the    diftemper.     See  Volv   2.  Fotliet^ 

gill's  works,  where  thofe,  who  cram 
their  patients  With  medicines  fingii- 
ia  hora,  quovis  rnomento,  will  find 
they  do  not  do  jultice  to  their^pa- 
tients* 

A  few  years  ago  a  youiig  mail 
applied  to  me,  to  be  cured  of  the 
lues  venerea,  which  was  accompanied 
with  a  fcrofulous  habit:— his  upper  lip 
was  fwelled,  his  parotides  were  en- 
larged, and  there  were  cicatrices  of 
old  fores  on  many  parts  of  his 
body* 

in    coiifequence   of    fmall    mercurial 

inundions,    aided    by    the    warm  bath^ 

he      was      perfedly     cured      of      the 

J  lies     arid     fcrofula. — ^-He     concluded 

his 
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his    courfe    with    a    decodion   of    far* 
faparilla    and    niilL 

'  The  fiiccefs  df  this  cafe  determined 
liid  0n  giving  fmall  .mereuriai  inundi- 
bns^i; warm  Bath,  with  tlje  occafional 
tlfe-df-j  caloimel,  arid  >  the  ^  bark  *  to  aid 
the-' '  appetite v'  ~-  a  fair  trial,  in  fuch 
fcrofdlotiS'  cafes  as  might 'occur* 

jijiijsil         -  ■ '  :,:  ■.  . ';  .;  . 

The  bark    I    have    often    given    a«^ 
.tjQtding    to     Dodor  M'Bride,      fee    his^ 

C  A  S  E      L 

A   lad    was    brought    to   me  a   few 

years  ago.     The  globe  of  his    left  eye 

..was  more   protuberant  than  that  of  his 

Q  Z  right 
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jight  cy^i,  Thete  was  ati  ulcet 
juft  oVer  the  cxttt-nal  canthus 
of  the  afFedfed  eye.  The  pardtides 
jwete  afftfded.  i  He  had  taken  a  great 
deal  of  ioediciiie,  tecommended  ty  dif- 
ferent people.  He  refigried  himfelf 
to  an  extend ed  conrfe  ,  bf  mercurial  in- 
iinStioni  and  reflorati ves—- in  confequence 
of  which,  he  recoveiedv  and,  has  con- 
tiiiued  fince  in  vigorous    health. 

Doctor  i^ftriic  was  of  opinion^  that 
if  the  lues  be  attended  with  an  eri-. 
larged  parotid,  tis  incurable  by  faliva^ 
tion. 

^Tis    evident,    that    by    inducing    a 
falival      flux,       much       inconvenience 
and    danger  will  arifei-whert  the  pa- 
rotides are  enlafged :    But  frnall   mer- 
curial 
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curial  inundions,  judicioufly  conducted, 
will  riot  be  attended  with  any  incon- 
venience to  the  maxillary,,  falivary,  or 
parotid    glands.  - 

CASE      IL 

A  girl  in  the  13th  year  of  her 
age,  was  brought  to  the  work-houfe 
for  the  afliftance  of  Gentlemen  attending 
there.  The  anterior  part  of  the  tibia 
was  bare,  from  within  two  inches  of 
the  knee,  to  nearly  the  fame  diftance 
from  the  anlde  j  the  bone  was  of  a 
blackifh  yellow  colour,  full  of  holes 
-^-the  circumfGribing  ulcei;  was.  very 
foul,  and  difcharged  a  yellowiih  thin 
fanies.  On  the  upper,  and  internal 
part  of  her  thigh   there  was  an  indolent 

tumouf. 
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.tumour.  She  was  pale  arid  (if  I  ma y 
be  allowed  ■  the ^  phr'afe j  of  a  fcrtifu^ 
ious  a/fpe6i:.,  Her  mother  informed 
me  the  gentelmen  propofed  araputati^ 
on, 

la  confequence  of  mercurial  inundi^ 
ons,  calomel,  and  the  bark,  the  bone 
feparated,  and  the  girl  recovered  a 
good  coBftitution. 


A  woman  in  the :  Jaft:  month  jof 
geftation  applied  to^  me  'on  accoubt 
of  the  lues,,  which  fhe :  contraded  from 
her  hufbahd  fome  time  before.     I  put 

h<?r 


Co       ; 

[  '87  _]  • 

her    upon     the  .folution  *      with    .thp 
intent  of  palliating  lie^  complaintSj  un- 
til   Ihe  would    be  .able    to    fuftain   anri 
efTedu^l   courre.      The.  fol^tion,  ;  with 
decpdion    of      ffuaiacum,      cured     her,  - 
Her      infant      had    a  .  white  -  fw ellins;  • 
of    its    wrift,    and  its  eyes    were  ,ten- 
der.      The  child  ,  recavered^    being  .  put  , 
Upon  the  breaft  of  ^.    l^ealthy   woman,  , 
I'l'^ho  took    fome  alteratives. 


CASE      IV. 

-J^] ; wpman    in  .  this. :. town>  .in  '  the 
25|;h,   y^M,:  pXiriHe^  .rage,'    and >niifth 


*  R.  mercur,  cor.  fublim.  gr.  quatuor,  fpir.  v'm.  Gal- 
lid  vijcias  odo,  ol.  faflafr.  lemidrachniftm.  mifce,  fiat  (&- 
Iniio. 
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month  of  geftation,  applied  to  me. 
There  was  an  pncyftcd  tumour  in 
the  internal  canthus  of  each  eye. 
Her  eyes  were  blood-ftiot,  and  the  tears 
efcaped  incefTantly  down  her  cheeks. 
There  was  an  indolent  tumour  on  the^ 
back  of  her  neck.  I  put  her  upon 
a  cbiirfe  of  calomel,  decodions  of  the 
woods,  and  brought  the  tumours  tQ 
fuppuration,  and  Ihp  perfedly  reco^ 
vered. 


C  A  S  ET  :  V. 

A  married  man  6f  a  remarkably 
good  charader,  put  himfelf  under  my 
care.  A  flefhy  excrefcence  occupied 
one  fide  of  his  nofe  j  there  was  an 
exoftofis  upon  the  middle  and  anteri- 
or 
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©r      part    of ^.ea^h;    tibia,    and    maitter 
"was  llowly  forming  upon  ea^ih.      Upont 
one  of  hi?-  fhoulders    ther^  were  thre!?;. 
linuous    ulcers,    a^d  upon   tj^^   fuperk 
or    part  of   the  os  fron^ale    there  was 
an  ulcer;  through  it  my  probe  dropped 
upon  the  denuded  bpne.     Efe  had  been 
a   long     time    taking    niedicines,    not- 
withftanding      his     coraplaiiits       were 
gaining  upon  hm\,      ^e  was  not  nowH 
able   to    peril^erei  in  his'Ai^at  adive. 
way  of  1  ife,  wherefore  he-  fubmitted  to 
k  be  confined.  jiJiJ;  confequence;  of  mer- 
curial  inundjons,  the  warm' :bath,  and 
reftoratives,  he  recovered  perfed  heaiilivi 
and     has  :  uilinterruptedly     enjoyed    it  - 
lince,    which  is  about  fix  years. 

This    cafe    ihewed    fome    charader- 
iftics   of    a  venereal  taint  j    but   |  am 

per- 
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perfuaded  he  was  free  from  it  j  ^  his 
wife  had  no  complaint,  nor  has  had 
any  fymptom'  that  coiilil"'"  jtiftify  aa 
idea    of    the  'kind    fince.^ 

:  .    ;  -  iisiiQ^fii  ■ 

A     Gentleman     fent'   to    me    from  '' 
Hammontown,  a  young  man,  vyho  had 
upon  the   forepart,    and  ^baifis  :  of   his  '"^^ 
neck,  twolaf^e  -running  fores, ^  ov   ul-^^' 
cers,  of  confiderable  duration.  There  was; 
alfo  one  upon   the   upper  part  of    his 
breaft,    clofe     to     the    right     rlavicle,  " 
His  upper  h*p  was  enlarged  and   thick 
—by  the  ufe  of  mercurial  .inundions 
he    was    cured. 

.   I  havcvwi 
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I     have    had '    many    cafes    of     the 
above    natiire  under  my    care,    v^hich 
^wete' fiicceftfnlJy    treated,    though  the 
'lieck    Wfii^-fijH  -of-    runnmg    fores— 
^H^'pardtides-^  enlarged,    as    alfo    tu- 
^otirs     of    -the    breaft,'     which    v^ith 
difficulty   came    to    fuppuration,   when 
they    could    not   be    otherwife    refolv- 
ed.      Iri-"t1ie' ^' tourfc     of    fuppuration 
the  iipS ' '  bfteri    became ^  dry, .  and    cal- 
"i(!yus,     turnihg-  ^  black,    and    fometimes 
blue.      Suddenly  a  tumour   was    form- 
ed 'in    the     fide,      and    came    quickly 
to  •  fuppuration,     and     continued     to 
difcharge   a   long   time.     In   the  courfc 
of  inundion,   it  is  not  uncommon  for 
a    large  tumour     to    fuddenly    appear 
upon    the      forehead,      and      diiferent 
parts  of  the  head,  and  in  a  few  hours 
^p  vanifh,    and    return    no  more. 

There 
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There  are  few  (according  to  Dodof 
Fothergill)  who  are  converfant  in  the 
pradice  of  PhyfiG,  wtia  dp  not  fii^4 
occafion,  at  one  time  pr  other,  to  bj? 
diiTatisficd  with  the-',fe;.v0ral  metbp^js 
and  niedicines  hitherto  recpm.rneQded 
in   the    cure  of  the   fcrofula. 

A  f welled  lip,  at  blopd-^fhot  cygj 
will  frequently  baffle  a  courfe  of  efr 
ficacious  remedies  under  prudent  df- 
redions.  When  the  difeafe  is  fartheir 
advanced,  it  grows  more  obiiinat^, 
the  greater  the  number  of  parts  that 
are  affed^ted,  the  more  t;he  difficulties 
are  increafi^d.  We  have  indeed  a 
copious  choice  of  alteratives  handed 
down  to  us,  all  which,  perhaps,  have 
been  in  particular  inliances,  benefici- 
al,   but    n^Yfrthelef^    tbc^y    top    often 

difappoint 
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olCappoau   us.     Moft    6f  the  remedies 
propofed    for   this    diftemper,    are  fuch 
as     feem ',  recommended  more    with    a 
tiew  Xo  alter   the  juices,   than  imme- 
diately   to".  a!fie6t;  -the    folid^ :    but  we 
kmow; .  mijch    lefs     of    the    nature    of 
fluids   cirejilatiiig   in  an  :  animal  body, 
QC    how  ;  tch  i  klter    them ^    than  we    do 
how  to  apply   Inch  medicines  as  dfie61: 
the    folids,    and:  in  confeqtience  there- 
of^' produce   certain  alterations    in  the 
fluids. 

It  is  not  fafe  to  infer j  that  the 
various  kinds  of  falts  have  the  fame 
eifeds  upon  tomal  juices,  whether 
taken  from  the  animal,  or  circulating 
in  their  proper  canals.  Experience 
does  not  always  warrant  fuch  conclu- 
&ns.      The    digeflive    powers  of  the 

ilomach, 
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fcmaclr,     by     the.   fame     means     thaC 
they         convert  different  forts 

of        srliments,        fome        of       them 
fiifficiently    acrid,      into    a'     mild    and 
milky  fluid,    feem'  able  to  deprive  the 
moft.  pungeiit    falts    of:  great  part  of 
their    activity:    a>nd    this    circumflancd 
aIon&,    in    my    opinion,     (fays    Dodof 
Eothergill)    renders    a    dependence  up- 
GEL . :  one  part  ^  of  the ;  materia   medica, 
on"  which    inany  pleafing  expectations 
have  be^n    formed,   much    to    be    filf- 
peded ;    I    mean    the     different     kinds 
of     falts;  recommended     in     flrumous 
difbrders.      It   is^  very  cedtlidtl  that  -th^ 
f fieQs  of  V  tlie  : aciH :  and  alkali ne  greats 
ly  depend  on    fthe^'pTefetit  difpolition 
of   the     juices    in   the     ftqmach      and 
firll  pafTagcs.      The  neutral  ones    are 
not     altogether       exempt      from      the 

fame 
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-faflie    ,i^npenpe,5>   ai;d,^,,jfliould     they 
p^fs    unaltered    into  ,  the    blood,     we 
cannot  afcertain  their  efFeds  upon   it: 
and     could    we    even  do    this,    can  it 
reafonably     be    fuppofed,    that    a  fevy 
drams    of     any  kind    of    fait,     howe- 
ver     a^ive,    and     properly     adapted, 
mixed     with     fo     many      pounds     o£ 
blood,  and  other  animal    juices,  could 
produce    the  efFed    we    wifh   for,     or 
be    able     to     extirpate    a    difeafe,    as 
the.     ancients      exprelTed      themfelves, 
totius     fubflantiae,    and    fixed     in    the 
mofi:    inaccelTible    parts   of    the    animal 
oeeconomy  ?    The  chance,  therefore,  of 
curing    this    diftemper,    by    ipeans     of 
remedies  defigned  to  ad  on   the  fluids 
alone,    is  but    little.       It    may   indeed 
be  urged,    that  falts,  as  ftimulants,  af- 
fed  the  folids  as  well  as  the  fluids ;  and 

that 
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\hk\  tll^  Imay  Bd  fo  is  granted:  but 
in  this  <fafe  tlieir  dperaition  is  much 
confiiied ;  for  it  "may  be  doubted,  whe- 
ther their  ffittniliis  extends  beyond 
the  firfl  piafTag^g; 

'  Thd  af^fit,   Jiabit,  i^d  age  6f  ftfii^ 
ifious  perfons  -,   the  nature  of  their  tu- 
mb^rs,   in  relpec^    to    t'Keir  formation^ 
p-ogfel^,    ^nd     iffile,   feem  id   indicate 
%:     gehe^ral    laxit Jr    'of    the     folids    as 
WeH   as    great  vifcidity    of    the  fluids, 
'^^eiikllf  thofe  contkined  in  fotne  par- 
Mibtilkr  fefies  of  teflelsj  which  caufes, 
\^heii  'combined,   proceed  with  a  flow 
feut  conflant    efficacy    to  produce    the 
AVBm  6£    mifchiefs,    unlefs    prevented 
D^  trie  Tnterpofltion    of  fome    favour- 
able cKaiige  in  the  rion-naturals,  or  by 
medical  afliftancc. 

It 


[  97  ■] 
'^L- It  may  indeed  be  difputed,  whe- 
ther the  folids  being  firft  relaxed,  the 
fluids  do  not  beciDme  vifcid,  and  un- 
fit for  their  office,  in  confequence 
of  this  relaxation  ;  or  whether  the 
juices  are  not  firfl  vitiated,  and  from 
them  a  laxity  of  the  folids  is  inevi- 
tably derived.  Cafes  may  happen,  in 
which  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  fup- 
pofitions  may,  with  great  probability, 
be  admitted  j  but  in  either  cafe, 
linee  it  feems  beyond  difpute,  that 
the  power  of  afFeding  the  folids,  is 
tnorfe  under  our  command  than  that 
of  altering  the  fluids,  it  is  reafonable 
to  dired  our  applications  in  the  cure 
of  this  diilemper  more  immediately  to 
the  folids,  as,  without  their  affift- 
ance,  the  fluids  mufl  Hill  remain  in 
a    morbid  condition. 

IJ  I  have 


[  98  ] 
I  have  the  pleafure  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  many  youtig  people, 
who  are  found,  adive,  and  ftrong, 
but  were  miferable  objeds  when 
children,  afHided  with  eruptions,  fore 
eyes,  and  their  necks  befet  with  lumps, 
kernels,  and  running  fores  upon  differ- 
ent parts  of  their  bodies,  notwithflanding, 
♦  from  proper  regimen,  air  and  exercife, 
they  ^vew  into  perfed:  health.    ."  i. 

:  Parents,  who  indvilge  their  children 
in  indolence  and  ;  luxury,  and  :pay 
them  a  too  tender  :  and -officious;  jst- 
tention^  particularly,  in  crarnming 
them  w^ith  manna^  rnagnefia, :  rhu- 
barb, and  the  various  faiagos  every 
where  extolled  and  recommerld- 
cd,  ought  to  be  informed  that 
they  are  the  Authors  ,  of  an  evil, 
j/^"  and 
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and  a  very  great  one.  Tliey  ilioitld 
know,  that  tlie^y  thiis  mp  the  biid^ 
•  impair  the  flartiina,  and  lay  fte 
vIoDndation.  ■  of  di{cai^, .  and  ef  ■  e^'erj 
ihisforttine  that '^  can  flow   froifi  2t« 

When  a  proper  regimen  in  point 
of  diet«  air  and  exercife  are  ii^z.- 
ieded,  medicine  will  prove  a  wretcli- 
ed    fubHitute^ 

It  IS  well  kndwn  that  the  foundati- 
on of  much  e'Vii  has  beiJii  eilablithed 
oa  ii)e  bicaft  ^  '  nence^  care  in 
the  choice  and  maiiagemeEt  of  nurfes 
cannot  be  too  great„  The  wifeft  aoi! 
in  oft  ikllled  in  nature  agree,  that 
women  ilioiild  foiler  their  fleih  ziiA 
bloods  with  the  natnra!  noi^.rifh- 
.uient        {\ipplied         by        Ff;>v  :..;cnce. 

Their 
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